
can could may might will

would must shall should ought to

Modal verbs like could
help to show the 
likelihood of the 
following verb (to be) 
happening.

Which modal verb 
would give the Lottery 
slogan more impact?
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Modal verbs like could
help to show the 
likelihood of the 
following verb (to be) 
happening.

Which modal verb 
would give the Lottery 
slogan more impact?
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It must be you.

It ought to be you.
It will be you.



Which sentences contain modal verbs?
◦ I like chips because they taste nice.
◦ I like singing but I prefer dancing.
◦ I might be going on holiday at the weekend.
◦ Dust mites can’t be seen.
◦ He should have scored. It was an open goal!

Which sentences is most likely?
◦ I should walk to school.
◦ I might walk to school.
◦ I can walk to school.
◦ I will walk to school. 

LO: Using modal verbs to show 
possibility

Where are the modal verbs in the 
paragraph below?
It would have been amazing if we had 
beaten the record. We knew we could 
have and, as the minutes ticked down, 
we really thought we would. There is a 
lot of belief in the team that we can do 
this, and we might be back next year 
for another attempt.

Answers are on the next slide.



Which sentences contain modal verbs?
◦ I like chips because they taste nice.
◦ I like singing but I prefer dancing.
◦ I might be going on holiday at the weekend.
◦ Dust mites can’t be seen.
◦ He should have scored. It was an open goal!

Which sentences is most likely?
◦ I should walk to school.
◦ I might walk to school.
◦ I can walk to school.
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Where are the modal verbs in the 
paragraph below?
It would have been amazing if we had 
beaten the record. We knew we could
have and, as the minutes ticked down, 
we really thought we would. There is a 
lot of belief in the team that we can do 
this, and we might be back next year 
for another attempt.

How did you do?



Task: Desert Island Modals

You’ve been washed up on a desert island. You and the other survivors have 
found all sorts of interesting items lying around that have either been 
washed up with you or were already there. 

If you can think of a good use for each one, you can keep it, but you must 
use a modal verb in your sentence.

E.g. We can get milk from it when we want a drink.

It could be a pet to talk to if I get lonely.

We might be able to train it like a horse.

You could stand in its back to reach the coconuts.
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Remember:
If you can think of a good use for each one, 
you can keep it, but you must use a modal 
verb in your sentence.


